succinctly. A perspective on preoperative assessment is provided within the chapter dealing with cost effectiveness and benefit of the preoperative workup for vascular patients, an area that is topical and should concern us all.
The second section details monitoring in a fairly standard manner and includes a well written chapter on transoesophageal echocardiography.
The next three chapters deal respectively with cardiac, vascular and thoracic anaesthesia and the information is presented clearly and in a manner that should appeal to subspecialty anaesthetists as well as those having limited exposure to these areas. These sections should also be useful for trainees who wish to go beyond the scope of general anaesthetic textbooks.
The overwhelming impression is that these chapters have been written by anaesthetists who practise in the area, and tight editing has prevented any tendency that an author may have had to expand into unneeded areas.
Section 6 discusses dysrhythmias, pacemakers, coagulation and coagulopathies and thoracic trauma. The chapters on dysrhythmias and pacemakers are clearly written and easy to understand for the practising anaesthetist.
The final section deals with postoperative considerations and contains six superb chapters which all practitioners in these areas of anaesthesia should read. They reinforce the precept that the provision of high quality anaesthesia extends beyond the operating theatre.
The quality of the diagrams and other plates within the book is excellent and each chapter is well referenced.
This book may not contain the number of pages that individual subspecialty books contain but the information is all here and presented well.
A It is presumably written for practising clinicians and researchers interested in the more widespread use of opiates to treat pain. Despite the heterogenous nature of cancer pain (with some being akin to traumatic pain, some to inflammatory pain of somatic or visceral origin and some to neuropathic pain) governmental bodies have little dispute with the extensive use of opiates since life expectancy is limited. When the condition causing pain is long-term but not life-threatening, then reservations arise through analogies to the complications associated with the street use of opiates. Thus I expected this book to contain both clinical and experimental evidence on what types of chronic pain are susceptible to modification by opiates, which opiates are to preferred with such use, does tolerance figure prominantly in long-term regimens and is drug abuse a significant factor with these patients? Finally an overview of the attitudes of legislators world wide towards the use of opiates for noncancer pain would be of interest. Most of these aspects are dealt with in this book but there is much which could have been omitted with advantage.
Part IV-Opioid sensitivity of different chronic pain states-Answers and questions from the clinic-would have been better as Part I since it does inform the reader of current practice and what long-term pain states can be usefully helped by opiates in a clinical setting.
Parts I, II and III which contain a pot pourri of basic research into opiates are of variable standard. Books based upon a conference present problems for editors. The reader will learn much about opiates by reading this book, but better editing might have produced an account which flowed more logically in dealing with the title Opioid Sensitivity of Chronic Noncancer Pain.
A 
